
Protect the people of Queens from COVID19

QUEENS, New York - March 12, 2020 - Sandra Choi, Democrat running for Congress in NY-6 
issued the following statement in response to COVID19.


“COVID19 is a true public health emergency and we must prioritize the health and lives of the 
people here in Queens. We’ve seen the global impact of the virus and how our counterparts are 
responding to the virus. We must act now and offer immediate and long-term transparent 
solutions to contain the spread of the virus. In New York, at the time of writing, there are almost 
200 confirmed cases with the number expected to rise in the coming days and months. At 
schools, houses of worships, community and senior care centers across our district, local 
leaders have already taken action to limit or shut down operations in response to COVID19. 


As a current candidate for office, I have decided to suspend campaign visits to schools and 
senior care centers at this time. This week, I also joined other local candidates to call on 
Governor Cuomo to amend or suspend the signature collection requirement so we can 
prioritize the health of our residents and our campaign staff. 


Our district is home to some of the most vulnerable, insulated immigrant communities in the 
nation and the social and economic impact of the virus also sheds light on the existing burdens 
that the people of Queens shoulder everyday. A significant share of our district have no health 
coverage at all and the lion’s share of the people in our district are underinsured. Our only 
public hospital lies in the northwestern tip of the district denying timely access to the majority 
of our residents who live in a transit desert. The federal government’s response must 
include free guaranteed testing and treatment for all Americans. This includes the 
undocumented in our community who continue to live in the shadows and remains afraid to 
seek testing or treatment. At this time, quotes for testing remain in the range of $200 - $15,000. 
This is unacceptable and a tragic reality of the state of our healthcare industry during a true 
public health emergency. It shows us the importance of a single payer healthcare system.


Because the virus does not discriminate based on race, income, national origin, social class 
and identity, we must ensure that public health outreach strategies be transparent and deploy 
dynamic, and multilingual strategies to inform, test and offer treatment to these populations. 


As the world’s borough, we demand a fair, inclusive, transparent response to COVID19.”
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